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2 February 2015
Year 5/6 Team (Rooms 13,14,15 & 16)
Term One 2015
Welcome back to what I am certain it is going to be another busy and exciting year for all of us. I hope you all enjoyed a peaceful and happy holiday and are refreshed and raring to go!

You may have noticed or your child may have mentioned the wonderful new furniture in all the Year 5/6 rooms! This is one of our steps towards establishing more modern learning practices throughout the team. As the term progresses we will work closely between rooms 15/16 and 13/14 by collaborating during reading, writing, and topic work. The Year 5/6 teachers are collaborating more in planning and assessment and are able to use this information to better target learning for your child. Much more information will follow but in the meantime please take the opportunity to pop in and have a look!

Programme
We will be starting our regular team-wide subject interchange in the second half of the term and that will continue throughout the year. It will involve science, music, art, and PE. 

Mathematics will involve some number revision followed by units of work based on the school programme. The Year 5/6 children have been grouped according to numeracy knowledge and strategy understanding, their needs and next steps. We will interchange within the Year 5/6 Team this year starting on Tuesday 3 February and your child’s math teacher will provide more information over the next week.
Our key topics for writing will be setting descriptions, and reports. Spelling and handwriting will be taught and reading will be underway quickly with regular guided instructional reading taking place each day.
Our big inquiry for the term is Dinosaurs! We will be studying these amazing creatures and looking at why they are no longer here and what other species are under threat in today’s world. This will include looking at ecosystems and food chains too. If you are able to send any dinosaurs or dinosaur related bits and pieces to school; please do!
Summer sport will be very busy again with triathlon and swimming this term and with many of our children trying for Zone and Canterbury qualification. We will also be running a team-wide summer games competition throughout the term with a Cricket World Cup theme.
The Year 5/6 Team will be taking part in Beach Education on Wednesday the 11th and Thursday the 12th of February.
Learning Conferences
Goal Setting Conferences will take place on Tuesday 10th February (2.15-8pm) and Thursday 12th February (2.15-6pm).  To book your conference time go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz The access code is F2NTY If you do not have internet access please contact the school office to arrange a time.

Please note that classes will cease at 2pm on both days. We would appreciate you collecting your child from the classroom at this time. If you are unable to collect your child please contact the office to arrange supervision in the library until 3pm. 

The conferences will be an opportunity for you to meet the teacher, talk about you and your child’s expectations and hopes for the year, and set some learning goals.
Important Dates
6th February

Waitangi Day (school closed)
11 &12 February 
Beach Education

10th February 

Learning Conferences 2-8pm

12th February

Learning Conferences 2-6pm

18th February 

Class Photos

24TH February

Sumner Triathlon

3rd March

Sumner Swimming Sports

2nd April

Term 1 ends
Year 5/6 Team Blog
Please have a look at our team’s blog on the school website. We will be posting items of interest and information regularly throughout the year.

Other Important Information

Parental Support

If there are any parents who are interested in giving support in the classroom please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher, this would be greatly appreciated (especially during reading and maths times). 

Bits and Bobs

We would appreciate if each child could contribute a box of tissues for the classroom. We would also appreciate any old shoeboxes, boxes made from light card (e.g. cereal boxes) and material that may not be being used at home. 
Class start time

Children are expected to be at school by 8.55 am to be ready to begin class at 9.00 am. 

Sunhats, swimming & sunblock

It is compulsory for students to wear their sunhats at playtimes during Term One and Term Four. We will be having swimming from the first week of term. Please ensure that children have togs, a towel, goggles and a swimming cap every day and that each of these items are named. Can you also please ensure that your children are wearing sunblock before they come to school?
Other

We would also like the children to each bring in a baby photo of themselves. Could this please be sealed in an envelope with their name written in pencil on the back?
Pencil cases

Please ensure that your child has a small pencil case at school. This way it is much easier for them to locate their pens and pencils in the morning and be prepared for the day. 

Home Learning

Children are expected to learn their spelling words each week and it is extremely important that the children are reading every night of the week. We will be providing a reading diary this year for all children. Your child’s math teacher will send out revision weekly. Our home learning challenges will continue this year and we will send out packs this week.

Some of our Year 6 children may have opted to do maths badges or science certificates last year and did not complete them. They can continue with those this year.
Lastly it is very important that your children start the year with all the correct stationery. If they have not already, can you please ensure they do? It would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and to go over it with your child. We are certainly looking forward to an exciting year ahead.

Yours sincerely
Year 5/6 Teachers
Tim Lowe (Team Leader & R15)  Hannah Horgan (R16) Shelley Smith (R13) and Phillipa Finch (R14) 

